[Life-threatening opioid overdose. Decoding the physician pin code of a patient-controlled anesthesia pump by patients].
Patient-controlled analgesia (PCA) is an established standard therapy for providing postoperative analgesia. To avoid possible abuse by patients each PCA pump is secured by a pin code that should be neither known nor accessible to patients. The two case reports described illustrate how manipulation of a PCA pump led to massive opioid abuse by the patients who decoded the pin code for unlimited additional doses. One patient developed withdrawal symptoms after switching the therapy and, as a consequence even had to be admitted to the intensive care unit (ICU). Easy access to the PCA pump codes on the internet for the patients and the impossibility of changing the pin codes by the medical staff played an important role in these two cases.